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“Wilderness is not a luxury 
but a necessity of the human spirit.” 

- Edward Abbey
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 at sunset. 
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The Barking Gecko

Happy family at NamibRand
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Removing the Past to Restore the Future

Keeping the Reserve Connected

been taken over by Geigeria ornativa.
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Understanding Our Wildlife Group photo taken after the Kgotla meeting, from 
left to right: Jacques Junius, André Steyn, Jessica and 
Dominic Steyn, Kerstin Klein, Johensia Liebenberg, 

Ndeuludila and Adam Taseb.
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Elton busy cutting the old Zebra  apart, using an angle grinder. 

The dismantled Zebra . 

When Rain Rewrites the 
Landscape

Geigeria ornativa
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Phyllopodium namaense

Welcoming Science to the 
Desert

Stegodyphus

Exploring Desert Flora



Hiking to remote areas to retrieve camera traps.



11

Coldness over the Reserve.

Phyllopodium namaense

Rain seen in the Reserve.

Fog hanging over the mountains.

Stronger Together

Every Day Counts
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Map of the rainfall amounts recorded across the reserve during June.

Rain gauge Total (mm)

Kwessiegat House 63

Cobra Dam 68

Bushmankoppies 68

Keerweder House 72

Boscia 66

Jagkop 46

Zebra Dam 79

Verweg House 78

Toekoms House 95

Kudu Water 89

55

Karl’s Valley 53

Wolwedans Village 67

Schafsberg 75

DDR 85

NaDEET Centre 111

Die Duine House 96

Horseshoe Water 85

Horseshoe Camp 106

Hideout House 83

Straussenwasser 60

Swartkoppie 59

Vista 48

Twee Pompe 87

Aandster House 92

Kalkpomp 87

Prosopis 48

Grootpomp 72

Satanskop Duine 72

Satanskop South 61

Springbokvlakte House 65

Two pumps 75

Four Tanks 63

Park border 52

Aandster Water 67

65

76

Sonop water 58

Dina North Reservoir 97

Dina Middle 65

Dina Old House 70

Dina South Reservior 85

Dina Dunes 48
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Beautiful Sunset in the Namib.

A
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Cheetah, relaxed in the cage, before he’s darted and 
collared.

not do around the cheetah.

Retrieving the radio repeater equipment on top of Satansberg.
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that is lying in the road on the route to Family Hideout. 



16

Groups arriving at Aandster homestead after 9 km hike and taking a deserved break on the grass.

school group.
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(Canyon Nature Park), Sikongo Haihambo (Executive Director of the MEFT), 
Murray Tindall (ProNamib Nature Reserve), Timoteus Mufeti (Environmental 
Commissioner of the MEFT)
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668 4354 697 4344 -0.23%
684 5598 1295 8224 46.91%
369 1945 703 3358 72.60%

33.46%
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By Iimanuel Haihambo  
Photos by Iimanuel Haihambo

Chameleon on the fence.
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Taking a recording of the darkness of the 
sky.

Mr Martin replacing panels at one of the 
Family Hideout Camps.

By Enos Namidi
Photos by Enos Namidi

Euphorbia lignosa
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conducted.
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A trap made by the Dancing White Lady 
Spider.

Magnetite grains extracted from 
NamibRand dunes using a magnet during 
our Tok Tokkie Trail.

Welding the playground frame.

researchers.

Botanical Society.
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Titus Angula, Centre Assistant, riding the sand board Titus Angula and Aletha Shomeya preparing a pizza 
during family-style cooking. 
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Aletha 
Shomeya 
facilitating 
the Ecosystem 
Services 

participants. 

Titus Angula explaining 
adaptive features of 

a tok tokkie beetle 
(Tenebrionidae) during a 

materials. 

For more information, feel free to 
ask: titus2000angula@gmail.com  | 
alethashomeya4@gmail.com 
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Limeum arenicolum,

Greigeria ornativa

Stipagrostis 

Sunset mood.

Kissenia capensis
Euphorbia lignosa

Euphorbia 
avasmontana, Commiphora 
saxicola, Commiphora 
tenuipetiolata, Boscia albitrunca 

B. foetida Moringa 
ovalifolia. 
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A very happy Botsoc group. 

tree! rained. 

Ficus ilicina F. 
sycomorus

Hibiscus elliottiae

Limeum fenestratum

Hermannia minimifolia
Sesamum triphyllum 
Chascanum garipense

Kissenia capensis
Heliotropium hereroense

Euphorbia glanduligera
 Sesamum capense

Otoptera 
burchellii 

Polygala leptophylla
Aptosimum spinescens



Too much to see!! Ready for the sun, heat, dust!!

Group exploring a small koppie.

Leucosphara bainsii
Amphiasma divaricatum 
Sericorema sericea

Tephrosia dregeana

Galenia papulosa, 

Cleome angustifolia 
. diandra 

Psilocaulon corianium 

Helichrysum 
Euphorbia namibiensis

Acacia erioloba 
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Our lunch stop 
at Boulders.

A stop on the 
road as the 
tyre is being 
changed. 

Group out 
and beyond to 

explore and 
see. 
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St Georges school students, leaving for their hike to Tok Tokkie Day camp.

Introduction:

Author: Shivani Chatwal
Editors: Yifei Gu and Gabriella Kapend
Compiler: Elifas Mumati

Teachings:
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The groups reach the NaDEET Centre.

Everybody getting ready for the night at the camp.
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recommend this trip to any other adventurers who are looking for a safe and enjoyable, as 
well as educational trip. 

The groups reach the NaDEET Centre.

Conclusion:

CO2

Extraordinary sunset over the reserve. 
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Students in their classroom

Purpose-driven Learning – In a 
Living Classroom
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Adrian Basson, horticultural specialist, giving guidance to the students.

Sustainable Education Needs a 
Voice

Connect. Visit www.desert-
academy.org  
Interact: Facebook & Instagram @
DesertAcademyMaltahohe. 
Engage:  RuralRevive Community 
Development Initiative at www.
ruralrevive.com 
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By Mwatile Petrus 

By Julia Nakanyala 



Fun fact: 

By Elsie Fredericks 

By Kotjiua Tjavanga 
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By Reinoldus Ngoma 

Endless rain over the dunes.
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Visit www.namibskycommunity.org or contact us at 
info@namibskycommunity.org and discover how you 
can become part of their story.

Portrait of Elizabeth and her netball team.
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Infographic 
illustration of the 
fulgurite formation 
cycle and structural 
characteristics, 
digitally generated 
for educational 
demonstration, 

A fulgurite found by a guest in the dunes on NamibRand.

F
lightning temperatures and the geochemical 
formation of sand fulgurites are adapted from 
standard reference models provided by NOAA and the 
International Mineralogical Association (IMA).



The editors would like to thank all the contributors to this edition of the Barking 
Gecko. Many thanks to Vicky Human for her support and layout skills. 

This newsletter is for our readers, friends and colleagues of NamibRand. We welcome 
any ideas, input and feedback you may have. 

KINDLY NOTE: 
Photographs are under copyright and may not be reused 

without the permission of the photographer.

The Barking Gecko

Editors:

A spider web adorned with collected fog droplets.


