Trichodesma africanum
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Family: Boraginaceae

Collection Number: 101

Description: An erect annual herb. Stems are slightly woody at the base of older
plants, dark green, covered in spines. Leaves are simple, alternate, older growth is
dark green, younger growth is much lighter. Leaves have many glands and are also
covered in fine spines.

The flower is small, pale pink / lilac and on a long, thin peduncle. Peduncle and calyx
are dark pink to maroon, and covered in fine white hairs.

Habitat: Disturbed ground, roadsides and dry riverbed. [f conditions are right, this
plant grows in abundance throughout the reserve, it could possibly be classified as a
weed. It does not occur in the dune belt.

Other notes: Trichodesma is from Greek and alludes to ‘having hairy bands’



WOLWEDANS HERBARIUM (NRNR)

NAME: Trichodesma africanum

Collection No: 101 Date: 22/07/01
Collector: Louise Clapham Grid ref.: 2515 Bd
Locality: Gorrasis, Aandster road, close to picnic spot.

Habitat: Dry riverbed, very stony, sandy substrate. Full sun.

Plant features: Brect annual herb. Leaves relatively large, simple,
covered in very fine spines, leaves with many glands. Spines on stems.
Small flowers on a long, slim peduncle, petals pale pink, peduncle and
sepals dark pink with fine white hairs.
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