Trachyandra laxa var. laxa

Tumbleweed / duinekool
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Family: Asphodelaceae

Collection Number: 48

Description: An erect, slender, perennial succulent. It has numerous thick, fleshy
roots. Stems are green to slightly reddish-brown and waxy. Leaves grow from the
base, they are long, dark green and cylindrical.

Flowers are borne in an open, much-branched inflorescence. Typical of
Asphodelaceae, the perianth is fused into a tube, which is pale brown to yellowish.
Flowers on NamibRand have been observed to open after midday. Then flowers are
delicate looking, white with a green median line.

Habitat: The dune belt, on stabilised dune slopes and interdunal streets.
Trachyandra laxa is locally common following good rainfall, particularly if rainfall comes
late in the summer. It also occurs in the Kalahari.

Other notes: The stems of this plant have been observed to be favoured food
source for a yellow and black striped caterpillar.
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WOLWEDANS HERBARIUM (NRNR)

NAME: Trachyandra laxa var. laxa

Collection No: 48 Date: 22/07/01
Collector: Louise Clapham Grid ref.: 2515 Bb
Locality: Wolwedans dunes, going south, few km from the Cat Tree.

Habitat: Dune belt, sparsely vegetated, slopes and interdunal street.

Plant features: Erect perennial hetb, long cylindrical leaves growing
from the base. White flowers open after midday, white petals with a
green central line. Stem slightly waxy.

Other notes: Common in a localised area
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