Monsonia leuderitziana
—

Family: Geraniaceae

Collection Number: 77

Description: A very distinctive, aromatic, prostrate, annual herb. Stems radiating
outwards from a central base. Leaves are simple and cordate, with palmate veination
prominent on upper and lower surfaces of the leaf. The inflorescence is an umbel of
white flowers on long pedicels. Flowers have five bilobed petals. A distinctive
characteristic of the geranium family is the fruit; the carpels form a long “beak” which
dehisces spontaneously when ripe, breaking up into portions called mericarps. These
consist of a long feathery appendage which spirals at the end attached to the seed, an
aid to wind dispersal.

Habitat: Flat, open plains of course sand and gravel. It grows in full sun.



WOLWEDANS HERBARIUM (NRNR)

NAME: Monsonia leuderitziana

Collection No: 77 Date: 19/05/01

Collector: Louise Clapham Grid ref.: 2416 Cc

Locality: Keerweder farm, on the edge of the pan, south side of the
airstrip.

Habitat: Edge of a pan, open grassland, some shrubs. Open plain,
sand and gravel.

Plant features: Prostrate annual herb. Leaves are cordate with
dentate margins, fascicled. Inflorescence an umbel, white flowers on
long pedicels. Very pungent aroma.

Other notes: Very common locally.
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