Kohautia caespitosa subsp.
brachyloba

Little night flower
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Family: Rubiaceae - coffee family
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Collection Number: 87

Description: A small, slim, erect herb, hidden amongst grasses it is fairly
inconspicuous. Flowers are small, white and have four petals. Petals are fused to form
along tube. Leaves grow mainly at the base of the plant, they are simple, long and
linear. Seeds are in a small capsule like a cup. Kohautia caespitosa has a sweet, heady
scent which is only apparent in the evenings, once the sun has gone down. It is
remarkably strong and can be likened to jasmine or vanilla

Habitat: On plains and stable dunes throughout the dune belt of the reserve. It is
very common in grasslands of South Africa, Botswana and Namibia, in some areas it is
considered a weed.

General information: Kohautia is named after Francis Kohaut, who collected in
Senegal in 1822.



WOLWEDANS HERBARIUM (NRNR)

NAME: Kobautia caespitosa

Collection No: 87 Date: 17/06/01
Collector: Louise Clapham Grid ref.: 2516 Aa
Locality: Dune belt, Die Diune farm, viewpoint above Picadilly.

Habitat: Widespread over dune slopes, valleys and plains.

Plant features: Small, erect annual herb. Flowers small, white, 4
petals fused to forma long tube. Leaves mostly basal, long and linear,
margins entire, simple.

Other notes: Very strong, sweet scent in evening.
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