Indigofera auricoma
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Family: Fabaceae

Collection Number: 57

Description: A prostrate to decumbent herb with stems that may grow up to 50cm
long. The base of older plants may be woody. Leaves are imparipinnately compound
with linear leaflets. Young leaves are lighter green andcovered in very fine hairs.
Flowers are pink to purple. If the first summer rainfall is sufficient it is quick to flower, and
may grow in such abundance that it clothes the plains in a deep pink carpet.

The fruit is a long, thin pod and many are usually densely clustered along the stem.

Habitat: Indigofera auricoma grows on calcareous, sandy soil and is found on the
grassy plains of the reserve, where it grows in abundance. It is also common in similar
habitat of the Kalahari, and in the northern Cape.



‘WOLWEDANS HERBARIUM (NRNR)

NAME: Indigofera auricoma

Collection No: 57 Date: 02/03/01

Collector: Louise Clapham Grid ref.: 2514 Dd

Locality: Kwessiegat farm, south-west side of Bushman koppie,
border with Keerweder farm.

Habitat: Open plains in grasslands, disturbed ground.

Plant features: Small prostrate to erect annual herb. Compound
leaves, imparipinnate. Leaflets linear. Flowers pinkish purple

Other notes: Abundant and quick to flower after summer rainfall.
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