Hexacyrtis dickiana
T e R R R Y i,

Family: Colchicaceae (formerly part of Lillaceas)

Collection Mumber: B84

Description: Hexacyrtis dickiana & a tall, herbaceous, persnnial geophyte which
growes from a emall corm. The com is tunicated - in a fibrous dark brow cover.  Tha plan
can grow o a helght of 600mm, Leawves am simphe, lanceolale to near with entire
margins. Each forms a sheath up the stem; they are wany, glossy and thick. The
inflarescence is an umbal of s flowers growing on long pedicals. The flowers droop
downwarnds and have 6 maroon coloured patals which curl back on themselves. The &
prominent stamens have large, hinged anther-locules,

Habitat: The maore stable, vegetated areas of sand dunss,

General information: The above-ground vegsiative parts of the plant die off
completely, leaving the corm up fo 500 mm deep in the sand, awaiting rain before | will
grow Bgan. | may lie dommant for years. I flowers rarely, only blooming when
condiicns are exactly right, Le, when there is sufficienl Ble summer rain I was
aburddant on the reserve in 2007, following very good rain in Aprl and June. I grows
relatvely siowly, and requires moisture in the ground for quite an extensive period of
fime.

This plant i considered very mm in South Afnca, whers it possibly only grows in the
Richiersyeld, but it has been collacted from a Tew localies in Namibia,



WOLWEDANS HERBARIUM (NRNR)

NAME: Hexacyrlis dickiana

Collection Mo: 54 Dt 00,706,711
Collector; Louise Clapham Grid ref.: 2515 Bh

Locality: Wahvedans firm, road between the lodge and Jaghop.
Habitat: Dune helt, stable vegemind dune valley

Plant featores: Peremmial geophyte, growing from 2 corm,  Leaves
sampke, armanged abemately, Bnceolate i linear; thick, glossy and wagy
Inflorescence an umbed of 6 parple brown fowers on long pediceds.
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