Heliophila minima
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Family: Brassicaceae

Collection Number: 111

Description: An erect annual herb. It branches close to the base, stem and
branches are very slender and delicate, turning reddish when mature. Leaves are
simple, linear, with entire margins, and clustered in tufts. They are slightly cylindrical
and rubbery in texture, often turning dark pink in colour.

The flower is small with 4 petals, purple / pink. Sepals are very visable when the flower
is open. The fruit is a long, thin capsule which dehisces in two halves to release the
seeds. As is characteristic of the family Brassicaeae, the rim of the capsule usually stays
behind.

Habitat: Gravel and stony plains on the reserve, amongst grasses. The plant is
particularly abundant after good rainfall on the plains below the Nubib mountains.
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WOLWEDANS HERBARIUM (NRNR)
NAME: Heliopbila minima
Collection No: 111 Date: 24/07/01
Collector: Louise Clapham Grid ref.: 2416 Cc

Locality: Draaihoek farm road between Toskaan junction and
Draaihoek farmhouse

Habitat: Sandy gravel plains, grassland with trees.

Plant features: A small, erect herb. Stem and branches are very
slender. Leaves simple, linear, slightly rubbery. Flower small, 4 petals,
Purple / pink. »

| Other notes: Locally common.
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