Geigeria ornativa
Dune vermeerbossie

Family: Asteracea

Collection Number: 41

Description: Perennial with a woody rootstock. The bright yellow flowers are
grouped in small compact heads, outer flowers are unisexual (only female), while the
others are bisexual.

Habitat: This specimen was found growing at the picnic koppie on Gorrasis. The plant
grows on sandy, gravel plains.

General information: When livestock, sheep in particular, eat a lot of this plant,
paralysis of the oesophagus occurs, which may cause pneumonia. After a period of
emaciation, vomiting takes place - hence the colloguial name (vermeer - “to vomit™).
Geigeria poisoning has been known for over 120 years and has caused severe stock
losses. In Grigualand West in 1954, 50 000 sheep died from poisoning. Due to
improved veld management, large stock losses are uncommon, and game losses have
not been recorded. River vermeerbossie (Geigeria ) is similar, but to date has not been
recorded on Namibrand. The dune vermeerbossie is the more poisonous of the two
and can be distinguished as having considerably longer, narrow ribbon-shaped leaves.
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