Euphorbia friedrichiae
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Collection Number:

Description: Small succulent shrub, growing up to approximately 30 cm in height.
During dry periods, i.e. for much of the year, the plant is grey and appears dried up and
dead, with no leaves. Only after rain does it take on a delicate pale green colour, and
growth tips may be red. The stem is very round, swollen and grey. It has a scaly
appearance. Short, fat, knobbly branches protrude from all angles, giving the plant a
rounded “hedgehog-like” appearance. Leaves appear to grow only after rainfall. They
are linear, long and fine, pale green and often edged in red. Cyathia also appear after
rainfall.

Habitat: This Euphorbia grows in the dune belt in the southern part of the Reserve. [t
grows in full sun, on gentle slopes between and on the top of stable dunes. Nowhere
on the Reserve is it common, and individuals usually grow in isolation. Only rarely is a
small group of the plants found growing together.

General information: Euphorbia friedrichiae is a protected plant, it appears on
Appendix Il of CITES.
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