Cleome rubella
*

Family: Capparacea

Collection Number: 74

Description: A small, erect, much-branched annual herb. Leaves are digitately
foliolate, with 5 — 7 leaflets. Leaves are strongly aromatic and both leaves and smaller
stems are covered in a sticky sectretion. The name rubella is derived from the very
attractive flowers, and means ‘having a reddish colour’. Flowers can vary from pale
lilac to pink and deep pink. The top two petals have bright yellow at the centre, edged
with blue. Fruit is a linear capsule.

Habitat: C. rubella occurs in grasslands and savanna throughout southern Africa. It
is rarely seen on the reserve, this single specimen was found amongst the rocks
towards the base of the Draaihoek waterfall.
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