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And the rain has continued     

beyond expectations  

Never has a topic been so much discussed as the 

unprecedented high rainfall of 2011 in Namibia! After a good 

start (see previous issue of The Barking Gecko), NamibRand 

has continued to have its fair share, with an average of         

330 mm and a top record of 464 mm to date (see page 2 and 3 

for further details and photographs). 

Our CEO, Nils Odendaal, outlines some important proposed 

strategic changes aimed at forging closer working relationships 

with our neighbours, and good progress in making our dream 

ƻŦ ŀ άCŜƴŎŜ-CǊŜŜ bŀƳƛōέ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ The NaDEET Centre reports 

on a record-breaking year in 2010, and an exciting new 

community education programme to promote sustainable 

living in 2011. Some searching questions are asked about 

carbon offsetting and tourism: are we on track? 

On the biological side, we look once again at the origins of 

fairy circles; further studies on wedge-snouted lizards; an 

exciting new study on leopard prey remains; our first mark- 

and-ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ IŀǊǘƳŀƴƴΩǎ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ȊŜōǊŀΤ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

host of fascinating sightings and photographs, related mainly 

to the recent rains. 

A recent highlight for us, on a personal level, was a trip in a  

hot-air balloon (compliments of NamibSky Balloon Safaris). 

Many thanks for this very special and unique opportunity for a 

ōƛǊŘΩǎ ŜȅŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ŜȄǇŀƴǎŜǎ ƻŦ 

NamibRandτcoated with a velvety sheen of grass.  
Ann Scott 
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Spectacular views of NamibRand and northwards from a hot-air balloon 
in April 2011τnote the generous grass cover on the dune edges. 
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Jagkop Mountain from a hot-air balloon, looking southwards across 
a green sheen of grass. 
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More on rain!  

As in most areas of Namibia, early and good rains fell at the beginning of 2011 (see previous issue of The Barking Gecko), 

continuing through to the middle of May. The totals recorded to date have been exceptional throughout the country, and also at 

NamibRand (see Figure 1 below). Our stations with the highest rainfall are Wolwedans Reception (464 mm), Moringa (447 mm), 

NaDeet Base (416 mm), Boscia (415 mm) and Nadeet Centre (412 mm); the mean for all the stations below is 330 mm (n = 40), 

compared to the generally accepted long term mean of 70-80 mm (up to end of 2010). The rains transformed the landscape and 

brought excitement and adventures to us all, especially to those hazarding a trip from NamibRand to the surrounding areas or 

vice versa. The increase in vegetation biomass was accompanied by a wealth of interesting and unusual sightingsτsee page 15 

and 16. 

The changing face of the landscape east of Jagkop in the central  part of NamibRand after the 2011 rains: Top row (L to R): 25 January,               
3 February, 13 February; Bottom row (L to R): 2 March, 20 March, 16 May. 

Figure 1. Total rainfall measured at 40 gauges at NamibRand this season (up to 15 May 2011).  The red line shows the long term 

mean (up to the end of 2010). 



! ƪŀƭŜƛŘƻǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ нлмм Ǌŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ όǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎΩ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƛƴ ōǊŀŎƪŜǘǎύΥ wƻǿ м ό[ ǘƻ wύΥ YŜŜǊǿŜŘŜǊ όbƛƭǎ hŘŜƴŘŀŀƭύΤ  Wolwedans (Ann 
Scott); Toskaan (Jürgen Klein). Row 2: Boscia (left & centre; Ann Scott), Draaihoek (Jürgen Klein). Row 3: Gorrasis (Cila Venter);  Die Duine (Tok 
Tokkie Trails). Row 4: Duiwiseb River on Excelsior (Sean Gibson); Wowedans (Vinte Mendes); Jagkop (Ann Scott). Row 4: Aandstêr (Franziska 
Woolfe); access road to Sossusvlei (Sean Gibson);  Excelsior (Sean Gibson). 
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March 2011 Kgotla  
The first Kgotla meeting for 2011 was held on 29 March at 
Keerweder, hosted by the NRNR staff. Fewer people attended, 
compared to the previous Kgotla, but the outcome was 
nonetheless a great success. Warden Mike Scott opened pro-
ceedings by welcoming those present, with special reference 
to newcomers, stating apologies for those who could not make 
it and conveying Albi Brückner's best wishes for fruitful 
deliberations. Topics of concern were then discussed, and 
mutual agreements were attained. Information on the latest 
developments on the Reserve and ideas for the future was 
then shared. After the meeting snacks were offered. Once 
again, thank you to everyone who attended the event.  

Quintin Hartung 
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News from the CEO  
From time to time, NamibRand management and our board of 
directors meet to hold a visioning workshop for the future of 
the NamibRand Nature Reserve. Recent cooperative 
developments in large landscape conservation as well as the 
change in the predominant land use of the area from 
agriculture to conservation and tourism have resulted in an 
eco-system that is now primarily geared toward biodiversity 
conservation. While the Reserve has embarked upon and 
entered into partnerships with like-minded neighbours, some 
of these partners have expressed interest in formally joining 
the NamibRand Nature Reserve. However, some of these 
potential members have also indicated that the current 
Articles of Association of the NamibRand Nature Reserve are 
too stringent and that they would prefer to join only once new 
or revised rules and regulations can be adopted.  
With these objectives in mind a meeting was facilitated by Dr 
Peter Tarr of the Southern African Institute for Environmental 
Assessments in Windhoek on 17 March 2011. The meeting was 
attended by NamibRand directors and seen by all as a success. 
Everyone felt that it is necessary to devolve more rights and 
freedom down to the landowner so that these could benefit 
more from being a part of the Reserve. The directors agreed 
that additional autonomy on issues such as private 
homesteads and resource utilisation on their own land is 
granted, provided that these rights stay within the overall 
vision and framework of the Reserve. Over the next few 
months, management will be revising the management plan 
and making recommendations to the possible amendment of 
our Articles of Association to effect such changes. In addition 
to these practical rights, members of the association also felt 
that extra financial benefits for landowners should to be 
investigated. A task force has been established to investigate 
possible alternatives in this regard. All directors re-affirmed 
their commitment to the NamibRand Nature Reserve 
conservation project and while some work needs to be done 
to update relevant sections of our Articles of Association and 
associated Environmental Management Plan the overall 
strategic vision for the Reserve is intact and wholeheartedly 
supported.  
Once all members of the NamibRand Nature Reserve are 
happy with these proposed strategic changes, we will enter 
into discussions with our neighbours to see how their concerns 
and issues can be incorporated in order to facilitate possible 
joining of the Reserve or forge a closer working relationship.  

We are proud to 
hold these stake-
holder consulta-
tions from time to 
time to ensure 
that NamibRand 
remains a dynamic 
and relevant con-
servation project. 
We are pleased to 
report that the 
Global Environ-
mental Facility, 
though the United 
Nations Develop-

ment Programme, has now approved 
funding for the Namibia Protected 
Landscape Conservation Areas Initiative 
(NAM-PLACE). At its core this project 
envisages the establishment of 
collaboration and co-management with 
partners (Ministry of Environment and 
private sector) to promote and enhance 
broad-based approaches to conservation 
and sustainable natural resource man-
agement and socio-economic develop-
ment. The Directorate of Environmental 
Affairs will be managing this project and 
we envisage that work for the co-
management and development of the 
Greater Sossusvlei - Namib Complex will 
ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƻƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ŀ άCŜƴŎŜ-Free 
bŀƳƛōέ ƛǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΗ 
On a sad note, we say goodbye to Edgar 
Weber, who has been at the helm of 
operations management at Wolwedans 
since November 2009. We will miss you, 
and wish you happiness and every success 
in your new life at the Cape. 
We also extend our congratulations to ranger Quintin Hartung 
on being nominated the best 3rd year Nature Conservation 
student at the Polytechnic of Namibia for 2011!  

Nils Odendaal 

Participants at the March 2011 Kgotla at Keerwederτcelebrating 
the abundant grass! 

Farewell to Eddie 
Weber! 
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A proud Quintin 
Hartung with his 
award. 
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Sections of the northern boundary of 
NamibRand were removed on 2 March 2011, 
as part of an agreement with Wilderness 
{ŀŦŀǊƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ άCŜƴŎŜ-ŦǊŜŜ bŀƳƛōέΦ 
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News @ NaDEET 

NaDEET Centre 

Last year was a record-breaking year for NaDEET Centre ς we 

had 25 groups and there is no sign of slowing down in 2011. 

Since February, we have hosted Family Hope Services (school 

for orphaned and vulnerable children), two secondary schools 

ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

Ministry of Water, Agriculture and Forestry and two NATH 

Desert Guiding courses. In response to a growing number of 

requests from secondary schools, we now have a brand-new 

secondary school programme featuring amazing new activities, 

environmental auditing and solar cooking.  

Last year, we began renovations to the NaDEET Centre 

accommodation units. The heavy rainfall interrupted our 

programmes so much that we decided to revise the design. 

Hence, our new accommodation units will now feature two 

layers of shade cloth and a canvas roof that can be unzipped. 

We would like to renovate all of the accommodation units by 

December 2012 if enough funds are available. 

Environmental literacy 

NaDEET has published the latest Bush Telegraph, titled 

"Rethinking Waste Through Pollution Solutions". The mini-

magazine features easy-to-understand descriptions of the city 

recycling programme, tips on waste management, entertaining 

ǇǳȊȊƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǊŜŜ wΩǎΥ 

Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. 

We have also published the latest book in our LǘΩǎ ¢ƛƳŜ ǘƻΧ

ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ϦLǘΩǎ ¢ƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘϦΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ŀ 

sustainable living guide designed to complement our 

community education programme, ensuring the longevity of 

sustainable living practices after learners have left NaDEET. 

The book features directions on how to build a solar oven and 

hot box; how to save water around the household; how to cut 

energy costs; and a sustainable living checklist. Soon it will be 

launched officially.                                                      (Continued on p6) 
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News from the South  

Warm greetings to all from Aandstêr! After a record rain 

season the veld is abundant, the animals are fat and relaxed 

and the water tables are all topped up. The last rain was 

sufficient to turn the grass green again and also gave the per-

ennials a chance for a second reproductive cycle this season. I 

have never seen this density of wild peas (Crotalaria sp.) and 

another noticeable feature is the encroachment of sour grass. 

The biggest recent event in the south is the change of 

ownership of Springbokvlakte and Saffire. These farms have 

been purchased by Mr John Bernstein. We are pleased to say 

that the new owner has bought the properties solely for 

conservation purposes and fully supports the efforts of 

NamibRand in conserving this unique area. NamibRand Safaris 

has already entered into an agreement to help with logistical 

and management support on these two properties. The 

prospects of a further conservation agreement with 

NamibRand Nature Reserve are also excellent. We are pleased 

to have a like-minded neighbour who supports conservation. 

We are also pleased to say that our neighbours to the west, 

the Ministry of Environment and Tourism, are taking an active 

interest in the Namib Naukluft National Park. We have been 

able to build a good working relationship with the warden of 

the area, Mr Penda Shimali, and have joined him and his team 

on several patrols of the area. It is encouraging to see that a 

wildlife waterhole, about 30 km inside the National Park, has 

been re-activated and that the area is now being patrolled 

regularly. 

Work on repairing the road to De Duine has begun, although 

there is still much to do. The initial priority was to redirect the 

water fed in from the C27 from the centre to the sides of the 

road. This has been successful, but improvements can still be 

made. There is 

also a section 

where the cal-

crete has been 

exposed as a 

result of water 

erosion, which 

must be covered 

with clay-rich soil 

in order to pro-

vide a smoother 

surface. It will first 

be necessary to 

engage the par-

ticipation of all 

members that will 

benefit from this 

operation, so that 

the repairs can be 

completed before 

the next season. 
Peter Woolfe 

Heavy rains have necessitated ongoing main-
tenance and repair of roads, shown here near 
Die Duine (above) and Wolwedans (below). 
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Tree-ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǘ .ŜǘƘŀƴƛŜ όǎŜŜ άоср ¢w99{έΣ ǇŀƎŜ сύΦ 
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(Continued  from p5) 

Both publications can be found as downloadable PDFs at our 

website (www.nadeet.org/educationalMaterials.html). 

Staff Valley 

As of May 2011, the dune valley next to NaDEET Centre will 

feature new living quarters for volunteers, students and 

Centre staff. The four-bedroomed housing unit, known as Staff 

Valley, is a generous donation from the Wolwedans 

Foundation. We look forward to its official opening soon.  

365 TREES 

Lƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦bΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ CƻǊŜǎǘǎΣ 

NaDEET staff and volunteers will be planting 365 trees 

throughout the southern regions of Namibia this year. Viktoria 

Keding, Jon Maravelias, Johannes Tsaobeb and Emilia Sende 

have already planted 102 trees throughout their evaluation 

trip (see article below for locations) and at NaDEET base. The 

trees we will plant are all native species grown from seedlings 

either at NaDEET, purchased at the Botanical Society of 

Namibia or donated by the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Forestry. 

оср ¢ǊŜŜǎ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ bŀ599¢Ωǎ Ϧ[Ŝǎǎ LƳǇŀŎǘ aƻǊŜ 

Education" (L.I.M.E.) green initiative to create an annual staff 

project that will preserve and enhance the environment. The 

L.I.M.E. green initiatives seek to leave less impact on the 

environment and more impact on the minds and lifestyles of 

Namibians for a sustainable future. 

Jon Maravelias 

ledging that it has saved 

them time, effort and 

money by not having to 

collect firewood or use gas 

or electricity. Ingrid 

Kanguatuuako from Mari-

ental explained to me that 

she cooks all of her meals 

on the solar cookers ς "I 

have also taught my 

mother and even those 

who ask when they pass 

by," she said. Furthermore, 

Ingrid now knows how to 

check her water meter, 

reuse dish and laundry 

water for trees and unplug her refrigerator at night. She then 

explained to me that she is planning to hold practical 

demonstrations in the community for building solar ovens 

ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ϦLǘΩǎ ¢ƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 

Efficient", so that they can generate income to visit NaDEET 

again.  

LƴƎǊƛŘΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ bŀ599¢ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

promising for our evaluation but, obviously, not everyone is 

capable of making such big leaps of change in their 

communities. Those who used their solar cookers only 

ϦƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅϦ ƻǊ ϦǊŀǊŜƭȅϦέΣ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƭŀǊ 

cooking interfered with their work schedule, or that they were 

afraid of theft. Several community members fixed this problem 

by relying on their family members; they would transport the 

cooker to a different homestead or, in one instance, we 

stumbled upon an unemployed young man solar cooking 

outside. He was the brother of a NaDEET participant who was 

working most days, so he learned how to use the cooker 

himself since it obviously saved them money on gas and 

electricity. This was a great surprise for us early on in the trip 

and was followed by several more success stories: 

"Orange Babies" in Rehoboth, a clinic helping HIV-positive 

mothers keep their babies HIV free, is using the solar cooker to 

hold cooking demonstrations and bake sales in the 

community. With the revenue earned, the clinic can continue 

to provide essential provisions for mothers. 

In Keetmanshoop, many community members had moved to 

Windhoek or did not have proper transport for the solar 

cookers. As such, three solar cookers were sitting at the 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ό²!5ύ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǎŜ 

ς they had never been assembled. Prior to the evaluation, we 

had anticipated this problem of matching appropriate owners 

to solar cookers, so this experience taught us what type of 

owners would be more responsible and suitable for 

implementing a sustainable lifestyle. As a solution, we 

assembled the solar cookers and organised a mini-seminar at 

the WAD office to demonstrate how to use the solar cooker, 

solar oven and fuel-efficient stove. Afterward, we brought one  
(Continued on p7) 

Evaluation of NaDEET's                    

new community education programme  

In April, NaDEET embarked on an evaluation of our pilot 

programme, "Mitigating Climate Change in Local Communities 

through Sustainable Living Education and Practices", to assess 

if it has changed  the lifestyles of rural adult Namibians. In five 

days we travelled to the communities of Rehoboth, Mariental, 

Keetmanshoop, Bethanie and Maltahöhe, and visited the 

homesteads of nearly 30 participants. Two questionnaires 

were used to gain knowledge and understanding about the 

frequency of alternative cooking technology use, the general 

appearance of the homestead and lifestyle habits of saving 

water and energy. 

Overall, we can 

proudly conclude 

ǘƘŀǘ bŀ599¢Ωǎ 

community edu-

cation programme 

has been a huge 

success so far. Of 

those interviewed, 

67% cited a daily-

use of their solar 

cookers, acknow- 

P
h

o
to

: 
N

a
D

E
E

T
 

Katrina in Maltahöhe using her fuel 
efficient stove. 
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John interviewing Anne Marie in 
Keetmanshoop. 

http://www.nadeet.org

